NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NOVEMBER 2015 MEETING NOTES
DATE:

NOVEMBER 19, 2015

TIME: 6:30 PM

The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the
organization. These notes include updates as of December 6, 2015.
The next meeting will be THURSDAY January 21, 2016 at 6:30 pm in a second floor meeting
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard. There will not be an NPHS meeting in
December. The January 2016 meeting will focus on a presentation by public art consultant Gail
Goldman on examples of art concepts, media, and installations that may apply to our Water
Tower project.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:
Katherine Hon
Randy Sappenfield
Steve Hon
Paul Spears
Michael Thornhill
Claudia Watts
Jody Surowiec
Sharon Turner
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent:
George Franck
Judy Ciampoli
Bob Bauer
Hilda Yoder
Bill Vivian
Members Sue and Turner joined us. Welcome!
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Steve noted that the San Diego History Center will be allowing history organizations to display in
the lobby on an assigned free Tuesday. The day for NPHS will be February 9, 2016. Steve and
Katherine will staff our table, and welcome others to come by to help or just say hi. We always
meet some interesting people and make good connections.
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The minutes from the October 15, 2015 NPHS meeting have been posted on the website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials were sent to the Board in advance of the meeting. In the period from October 16
to November 14, 2015, the following numbers of books were sold: 5 original North Park history
books to the Grove, 5 Burlingame books to The Grove, and 1 Burlingame book to Amazon. Two
NPHS members renewed with an additional donation of $80 from one, and we gained one new
member. The total income in this time period was $263.55. There were no expenses recorded in
this time period. Update: A check for $748.60 was written to Awards by Navajo for the Water
Tower's bronze plaque; this check has now been cashed and the expense will be included in
the year-end financial summary.
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ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5. NOVEMBER 5 WATER TOWER EVENT FOLLOW-UP
The event to celebrate the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), San Diego Section
proclaiming the North Park Water Tower to be a Local Historic Civil Engineering Landmark and
dedicate the plaque was a great success! The crowd was a mix of engineers, City staff, North
Park community organization members, elected officials and their staff, local residents, and
NPHS members and friends. See below for a few of the excellent photos taken by
photographers Stuart Hartley (top two photos) and Donna Posin (bottom two photos) which they
shared with attendees and gave to NPHS for our use. Thank you, Stuart and Donna, for your
time and talent!

6.
UPDATE ON PUBLIC ART WATER TOWER RELATED ACTIVITIES
On November 6, 2015, art consultant Gail Goldman, now under contract with NPHS, and Steve
and Katherine met with City Public Works staff to discuss possible concepts for an installation
on the Water Tower property, which is on the north side of Howard Avenue. We discussed an
installation that would incorporate the bronze plaque, and art options that could be incorporated
into a new fence to replace the existing chain link fence, or mural type of installations on the
rectangular reservoir walls and the stucco building west of the Water Tower. The City is very
interested in exploring options with us, as long as the concepts would not limit the City's ability
to respond to emergencies or conduct their operations. They are excited about the engineering
landmark designation for the Water Tower and very positive about having the bronze plaque on
the Water Tower property in an appropriate location where the plaque will be visible and close
enough for the public to read, but also be secure and protected from vandalism.
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Gail, Steve, and Katherine will meet with Public Works and Security staff on December 21 to
further define requirements related to fencing, decorative lighting, and areas that might be
available for a plaque monument structure. We also have a meeting scheduled with City Park
and Recreation Department on January 12, 2016 to explore art installation options in North Park
Community Park. Results of these meetings will be shared at the next NPHS meeting on
January 21, 2016.
The group decided we will ask Gail to present a "slide show" of art concepts, media, and
installations that may apply to our Water Tower project at the January 21, 2016 NPHS meeting
at our usual starting time of 6:30 p.m. The group also suggested we invite North Park
Community Association, North Park Main Street, North Park Planning Committee, and El Cajon
Boulevard BIA to this meeting for the presentation. Update: Gail has confirmed she will do the
presentation on January 21, 2016.
7.
PLANNING ISSUES
Steve and George collaborated on a second letter of comment on the Community Plan Update
focusing on concerns about certain policies and guidance in the Historical Preservation and
Recreation elements. The letter was sent to the City and was included at the end of the
September meeting notes. In response, the City added a potential historic district for the
Neoclassic and Spanish Revival apartment buildings on the east and west sides of Park
Boulevard. We still don't know about response to our zoning comments.
Regarding the Recreation Element comments, the City did make changes in response to our
concerns about the historic Morley Field pool and clubhouse, and text now calls for restoration
and not replacement. Please see the last two pages of these notes for the main pages of the
revised Recreation Element where the Morley Field pool complex is discussed.
8.
PRINTING THE BURLINGAME BOOK
We only have 9 Burlingame books left, and we sell at least about 20 each year. The estimate
from the printer we have used for our books, Wholesale Reprographics, is $4.61 per book for
100 copies (total $461), and $4.19 per book for 200 copies (total $838). Sharon moved and
Jody seconded that we order 100 copies. This motion was approved unanimously. Katherine
will coordinate with Wholesale Reprographics to have the books produced. That supply will
probably last for several years, but several of our store customers, including The Grove, SOHO,
and San Diego History Center, do order them from us so we want to keep it in print.
9.
BEING ON FACEBOOK
On November 5, Katherine sent an email motion to the Board for approval to have a North Park
Historical Society Facebook page. She noted that there were many photos taken by various
people at the Water Tower event, and they wanted to know if we were on Facebook so they
could post them. Claudia volunteered to create a Facebook page for NPHS. In email responses,
eight Board members (Sharon, Randy, Jody, George, Judy, Steve, Katherine and Claudia)
approved being on Facebook, and no Board members objected. Claudia created a great page.
Visit and like us at: https://www.facebook.com/northparkhistory/
This is where we will post announcements and photos from our events.
10.
TOYLAND PARADE DECEMBER 5, 2015
The Toyland Parade will be Saturday, December 5, 2015 at 11:00 am, and NPHS is in. Update:
NPHS participants were Claudia, Turner, Sue, Tim, Judy, Michael, Steve, Katherine, and Victor
(the all-important and crowd favorite dancing Water Tower). The weather was perfect and the
crowds were good along University Avenue. Photos posted on Facebook got a lot of likes! See
the next page for some snapshots.
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Steve and Tim held the banner.

Katherine evoked the 1870s.

Turner and Claudia represented the '20s.

Michael the Motorman wiggled his moustache
for Victor's children.

11.
BUDGET CONCEPTS AND PROCESS FOR 2016
Steve will develop a draft budget for the Board to review. He suggested we include funds to buy
tee shirts as we have new Board members and regular members who might be interested in
buying them. The group agreed. Steve noted that the consultant who helped us revamp our
website suggested we get a back-up service that many website managers recommend called
"Vault Press." The service is $5 per month ($60 per year). Paul moved and Sharon seconded
that NPHS get that back-up service for our website. This motion was approved unanimously.
For the County grant, we will request support for our annual car show and for continued
assistance with the Water Tower project. Paul suggested we include a request for honorarium
funds for artist proposals, which Gail has explained to us is a professional way to invite artists to
develop concepts. The group agreed that was a good idea.
Steve suggested he provide the draft budget and initiate discussion via email since we will not
meet in December and the January meeting will be largely devoted to Water Tower art
discussion. Michael moved and Paul seconded that the budget process be conducted by the
Board via email. This motion was approved unanimously.
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12.
ARTICLES IN COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS
Uptown News continues to feature articles from NPHS. Katherine announced that the editor
asked her to have a regular column and to come up with a name for it. She chose "Past
Matters," which Uptown News liked, and her first column was about the Water Tower event. Her
next column was a tribute to Joe Schloss, who passed away last month. Joe was a long-time
North Park businessman who owned A-B Sporting Goods (corner of Ray and University
Avenue), was one of the founders of North Park Little League in 1957, and coached Little
League for 60 years. See the next pages for scans of these articles.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be THURSDAY January 21, 2016 at 6:30 pm in a second floor meeting
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park and Lincoln Avenue.
Happy Holiday wishes to all our members and friends!

Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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Parks/
Recreation
Facilities

Existing
Useable
Acreage

Future
Useable
Acreage

Parks and Recreation Facilities
Descriptions

Parks and Recreation Facilities
Recommendations

game rooms; facilities are outdated to fully
serve the community.

recreation facilities designed to
accommodate a variety of community
oriented meeting and recreation programs
for adults.

Morley Field
Recreation
Center (within
Balboa Park)

N/A

N/A

Proposed 20,160 square feet Recreation
Center to be located within the Morley Field
area of Balboa Park.

Design and construct a new 20,612 square
feet recreation center to accommodate
community meetings, gymnasium,
recreation and fitness programs, and
restrooms, consistent with the
recommendations in the BPEMPP.

Morley Field
Pétanque Center
(within Balboa
Park)

N/A

N/A

The existing Pétanque Center (formerly a
senior center) was built in 1933 and is
approximately 1,548 square feet and provides
community meeting rooms and play areas for
Pétanque

Preserve and restore the existing historic
Pétanque Center for community use.

N/A

N/A

The existing historic Bud Kearns Pool and
Clubhouse were built in 1933 and provide one
community swimming pool and a building with
changing rooms, showers and restrooms.

Preserve and restore and renovate the
existing historic Bud Kearns pool facility to
serve the Golden Hill and North Park
Communities. Provide additional
swimming facilities such as children’s play
pool, therapeutic pool and additional
clubhouse pool building facilities to meet
the needs for the community. The new
facilities would augment and be
complimentary to the existing pool and
clubhouse without compromising the
historic character of the original pool and
clubhouse.

Aquatic Complexes
Bud Kearns
Aquatic Complex
(within Morley
Field area of
Balboa Park)

Joint Use Facilities
ALBA Charter
School (formerly
North Park
Elementary
School)

0.12

Existing joint use facilities consisting of
kindergarten play area, amphitheater, and
outdoor lunch area pursuant to long-term
joint use agreement. The total joint use
acreage is 2.96, of which 2.84 acres is located
on North Park Community Park and 0.12 acres
is located on School District property.

Birney
Elementary
School

0.96

Existing joint use facilities consisting of turf
multi-purpose playfield, multi-purpose courts,
and hardscape for court games pursuant to
long-term joint use agreement. Facility is a
total of 1.82 acres and is shared with; North
Park (0.96 acres) and Uptown (0.86 acres).
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e.
f.

Provide enhanced pedestrian crossings at all intersections which enter into Balboa Park; engage community input
for these designs.
Design and construct the proposed Pershing Recreation Complex to serve the North Park, Golden Hill, Uptown
Communities and downtown East Village, when feasible to do so.

RE-1.14 Implement recommendations contained in the Balboa Park East Mesa Precise Plan for the Morley Field area
which specifically serves the neighborhood and community park needs of the North Park Community, as follows:
a.

b.

c.
d.
e.
f.

Preserve and restore and renovate the existing historic Bud Kearns pool facility to serve the Golden Hill and North
Park Communities. Provide additional swimming facilities such as children’s play pool, therapeutic pool and
additional clubhouse pool building to meet the needs for the community. The new facilities would augment and
would be complimentary to the existing pool and clubhouse without compromising the historic character of the
original poll and clubhouse.
Construct four rearranged lighted, ball fields and a common gathering area (sky plaza) for organized sports
leagues, including support facilities, such as a concession/restroom building, spectator stands and enhanced
pathways/promenades.
Construct one multipurpose lighted sports field east of the ball field complex.
Reconfigure parking to concentrate vehicles for safer and more convenient use.
Construct a group picnic area at the south end of Morley Field.
Construct a group picnic area and two children’s play areas between the ball fields and the pool/recreation center
area.

RE-1.15 Design and construct a skate park/bike skills park within the former Arizona Landfill area, if feasible, or
elsewhere within the community at a location to be determined through a community planning process.

7.2 Preservation
The demand for park and recreation opportunities will continue to grow as the population of North Park continues to grow.
Undeveloped land for parks is difficult to find in North Park making preservation of park facilities essential to providing recreation
opportunities in the community. Preservation can include improvements to existing facilities to increase their life span, or expand
their uses and sustainability. The Morley Field Area of Balboa Park will continue to serve as the main recreation venue for the
community. With increased demand and usage, the facilities will need to be reconstructed, upgraded and expanded with sustainable
and green technology features. To optimize the space to be fully utilized and to provide new recreation amenities that is needed by
the existing and future community residents.
Preservation can also include the enhancement of resource-based parks and open space lands that provide a balance between
protecting the natural resources and allowing for a certain level of public recreation use. Within North Park this would include
concentrating active recreational use improvements towards larger resource-based parks, such as at Morley Field, and focusing
passive use improvements at open space areas, such as Switzer Canyon and Juniper/34th Streets Canyons Open Space areas which
are within the Multiple Habitat Planning Areas (MHPA). Aside from trails, only passive uses are allowed in the MHPA, therefore, to
protect the natural resources and still add recreation value, interpretive signs at open space parks can educate the public on the
unique natural habitat, scenic value and the history of the place. (See Conservation Element for additional information on preservation
of natural resources.)

POLICIES
RE-2.1 Preserve, expand and enhance park and recreation facilities to increase their life span, and to optimize their uses
and sustainability.
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