NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
NOVEMBER 2016 MEETING NOTES
DATE:

NOVEMBER 17, 2016

TIME: 6:30 PM

The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the
organization. These notes include updates as of December 11, 2016.
The next meeting will be THURSDAY January 19, 2017 at 6:30 pm in a second floor meeting
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard. We will not meet in December 2016.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:
Steve Hon
Katherine Hon
Paul Spears
Sharon Turner
Jody Surowiec
Claudia Watts
Randy Sappenfield Judy Ciampoli
George Franck
Hilda Yoder
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent:
Michael Thornhill
Bob Bauer
Member Sue joined us. Welcome!
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest issue of the Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter was circulated for viewing.
The November 4-17 issue of Uptown News featured Katherine's PastMatters column about
North Park's Toyland Parade, based on a history George Franck compiled. Update: The
December 2-15 issue of Uptown News featured a PastMatters column about Olympic Cafe at
Texas Street and University Avenue. See scans of the articles at the end of these notes.
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The minutes from the October 20, 2016 NPHS meeting have been posted on the website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials were sent to the Board in advance of the meeting. In the period from October 19
to November 14, 2016, one NPHS member renewed for two years. We received $120 in walking
tour fees from the October 1 commercial walking tour with North Park Main Street. The total
income in this time period was $160. The expenses total of $25 recorded in this time period was
for the Toyland Parade entry fee.
Steve noted that he will be developing a draft budget for 2017 next month but we will not meet
in December. Sharon moved and Randy seconded a motion to review the draft budget by email.
The motion was approved unanimously.
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5.
WATER TOWER PUBLIC ART PROJECT UPDATE
We are still waiting for Christine Jones with the City to arrange a meeting with City engineering
staff for us. Paul suggested we also discuss the bronze plaque monument parameters and
suggestions for type of installation with the engineers.
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6.
TEE SHIRTS
The list of orders is being completed. The group agreed to also purchase 2 medium, 4 large,
and 4 extra-large in the royal blue crew neck Beefy Tee style for extras.
7.
HISTORY ORGANIZATION FORUM - SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2016
NPHS helped with a first-time forum hosted by the San Diego History Center that focused on
audience engagement and fundraising for organizations like ours. About 45 people attended,
and the History Center thought it was a very successful event. Steve, Katherine, and Judy
attended and we learned a lot about social media and fundraising techniques. The forum was
informal and interactive. One of the strategies for outreach mentioned at the forum was using
snail mail correspondence and sending an attractive blank card as a small token of thanks for
members joining or paying their dues. Katherine showed the photographic "greeting cards" that
NPHS had printed years ago through Cafe Press. The cards were never good sellers, but could
be useful for thank you's and other correspondence if the Board agreed it was ok to use them
and not try to sell them. Jody moved and Claudia seconded we use the cards for
correspondence instead of trying to sell them. The motion was approved unanimously.
8.
TOYLAND PARADE - SATURDAY, DEC. 3, 2016
The Toyland Parade is happening on Saturday,
December 3, 2016. Update: Robert got the Water
Tower fixed and Victor danced again! Michael
transported the Water Tower back to Victor's house
for storage after the parade was over. Judy,
Michael, Claudia, Turner, Steve and Katherine
dressed in their favorite decades and marched with
Victor, who is undoubtedly the favorite entry in the
parade. If anyone snapped a photo of our wonderful
dancing
Water
Tower,
please
contact
info@northparkhistory.org or share the picture on
our Facebook page.
9.

PLANNING ISSUES: NORTH PARK COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE/PLAZA DE
PANAMA
As noted in last month's minutes, the community plan update was a frustrating and
disheartening process. Time will tell if North Park's authentic historic character will survive the
developer enticements now embedded in the NPCPU. The group discussed if we should offer to
help HRB staff with the historic district processing they have committed to doing, but decided
not to, as staff already refused any help at a Planning Committee meeting when Katherine
asked that question. We are also sad to report that the despised Plaza de Panama project is
back, so look for coming disruption of Balboa Park.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be THURSDAY January 19, 2017 at 6:30 pm in a second floor meeting
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park and Lincoln Avenue. We
will take December off. Happy Holidays to All!
Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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