NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MARCH 2018 MEETING NOTES
DATE:

MARCH 15, 2018

TIME: 6:30 PM

The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the
organization. These notes include updates as of March 31, 2018.
The next meeting will be THURSDAY April 19, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in a second floor meeting
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:
Steve Hon
Katherine Hon
Jody Surowiec
Claudia Watts
George Franck
Michael Thornhill
Paul Spears
Hilda Yoder
Judy Ciampoli
Bob Bauer
Randy Sappenfield
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent:
Sharon Turner
Member Sue also joined us. Welcome!
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter was circulated for viewing. It had a very
amusing story by Bob Evans about how he courageously swam through a rip tide to save a
long-haired damsel in distress, only to find when he got within arm's reach that she was a sea
lion! This inspired Michael to tell an even funnier tale of a scuba diving experience where he
courageously swam through a kelp bed to reach his diving buddy, who was waving his arm in
the signal of distress. When Michael reached his friend, he discovered the man in distress was
actually a sea gull waving its wings! History doesn't always have to be serious.
The latest PastMatters column in Uptown News is at the end of these notes.
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The minutes from the February 15, 2018 NPHS meeting have been posted on the website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials for the period of February 14 to March 12, 2018 were sent to Board Members
before the meeting. During this period, we received a donation of $20 (thank you, Kate!). Four
members renewed for revenue of $80 from dues. Total income was $100. Expenses were a
total of $300, consisting of a donation to Grace Lutheran Church in appreciation for our monthly
meeting space in their meeting room ($100), and payment of Invoice #5 from Gail Goldman, our
consultant on the Water Tower project ($200).
Steve announced that the County grant application for $3,000 has been confirmed as received
by the County. The application includes requests for assistance with the car show, continued
consultation from Gail Goldman for our Water Tower art project, and equipment/services for
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scanning slides donated to us from the Covington family. The County will hear presentations in
June and make decisions in August.
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5.
CONGRESS OF HISTORY FOLLOW-UP
Steve, Katherine, and George attended various portions of this very interesting two-day
conference. The theme being neighborhoods, there were presentations on many different
locations, including University Heights ("What's that Ostrich Doing in My Neighborhood?" by
Christopher Milnes), and Temecula ("Temecula's Unique Vail Ranch: from Helen Hunt Jackson
to Perry Mason" by Rebecca Farnbach).
6.
PLANNING FOR SEPTEMBER PRESENTATION BY ALEX BEVIL
At the Congress of History conference, Alex Bevil presented his paper entitled "A Neighborhood
in Flames: The 40th Anniversary of the Crash of Flight 182 in North Park." His paper is based
on the extensive research he did after NPHS contacted him for advice about a possible
memorial for the crash that devastated the area at Dwight and Nile streets on September 25,
1978. Alex has agreed to present his paper again for NPHS at our meeting on September 20.
7.
SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER FOLLOW-UP
Steve manned the exhibit table at the San Diego
History Center (SDHC) on March 13, 2018. The
other group displaying in the lobby was the San
Diego County Sheriffs' Museum, which is in Old
Town
San
Diego.
Their
website
is
sheriffsmuseum.org. They are interested in
bringing a historical sheriff vehicle to the car
show in September. Update: As a result of the
exhibit day, we were able to connect with the
new SDHC Museum Store manager, Manny
Aguilar. He has purchased several coil-bound
North Park history books and Burlingame books
to see how they sell in the store. He has also offered to try selling our tote bags emblazoned
with our logo at the Museum Store on a commission basis. The agreement was approved via
email vote by 10 Board Members, and opposed by none, so we will proceed with this
arrangement and see how the bags sell.
8.
WATER TOWER PUBLIC ART PROJECT
The artist team's concept proposal was emailed to our city contact, Christine Jones (now Chief
of Civic Art Strategies for the City of San Diego Commission for Arts and Culture), on January
11, 2018 with a request for input on the general feasibility of the concept as being acceptable to
the City. Christine replied on January 25, 2018 that she will get back to NPHS with some
additional guidance. On March 12, 2018, Christine reported via email that "Your concept is in
the queue for review and we should be able to provide guidance to you by the end of the month.
I greatly appreciate your patience."
9.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
The annual events NPHS is participating in or organizing include the following:
 North Park Festival of the Arts: May 12, 2018. We are getting our booth fee
waived in exchange for assisting North Park Main Street with a new project being
developed that involves creating a virtual tour experience for San Diego visitors.
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North Park Car Show: September 8, 2018, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. The
Balboa Tennis Club has agreed to host us for our 9th Annual Car Show, and
Steve has already obtained the permit from the City to use the parking lot. We
will have traffic police staff on-site for the entire duration of the show, and we will
end an hour earlier than in previous years (at 1:00 p.m. instead of 2:00 p.m.).



Old House Fair - Bob noted he has received some communication from the new
organizers and will forward that information to Steve. Update: We have learned
that the date for this event is Saturday, May 19, 2018, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. We
have learned more about the 2018 Old House Fair format. They are moving
away from a Street Fair format to a limited number of exhibitors inside the Rose
Wine Bar (see below the list of ways and costs to exhibit that they have posted
on their website at www.oldhousefairsd.com
"As an exhibitor at Old House Fair 2018 there are a variety of ways to
showcase your business and your knowledge:
• Exhibitor Display Space at the Rose Wine Bar (space includes 5'
table and wall display space) 12 spaces available | $150
• Exhibitor Talks – 30 minutes for a small group talk designed by you
to feature your area of expertise 4 available | $100
• Exhibitor Sponsor – Your business name and logo on Home Tour
signs, website, social media and more 5 available | $150
• Commemorative Program Guide Booklet – Full Page 8.5 x 11, Full
Color Ad 20 available | $250"

The NPHS Board considered via email whether or not we would participate as an
exhibitor with this format. We are concerned that a very small exhibit space would be
relatively expensive, and as a non-profit community organization, we may not be the
kind of "business" they are looking for. Also, it would be tough to do the Festival of
the Arts on May 12 and the Old House Fair on May 19 on back-to-back weekends.
Ten Board members voted not to participate as an exhibitor at the Old House Fair
with this format, and no Board members objected to that decision.


Toyland Parade: December 1, 2018. We expect the parade to be held the first
Saturday in December like last year. More later.

10.
HISTORICAL DESIGNATION HELP
Paul and a small group of other Board members have activated a free advice service helping to
inform people on how historic designation happens, where there are resources explaining what
needs to be done, the difference between historic designation and the Mills Act property tax
reduction contract, and what factors into a structure qualifying as a significant historic resource.
NPHS has received and responded to 3 requests so far. Paul noted to the group that a site visit
is mandatory in conducting the evaluation, as important features can be missed using Google
Earth street view.
11.
USE OF 1997 HISTORIC LANDMARKS CALENDARS
Steve and Katherine have about 30 calendars compiled in 1997 by the History Committee,
Burlingame Homeowners Association and University Heights Historical Society. The calendars
have 12 nice photos of classic historical North Park scenes. The group discussed how to use
these at the February 15 meeting. This month the group confirmed that the idea most favored is
to give one away to people making a donation to NPHS at the next event, like the Festival of the
Arts.
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12.
10TH YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF NPHS
NPHS officially "graduated" from being the History Committee of the North Park Community
Association to an independent 501c3 organization in 2008. This year is our tenth anniversary as
a stand-alone organization. The most favored idea for a celebration is an open house pizza
party in the back room of Paesano Italian Restaurant on 30th Street on Thursday, May 17 from
4 p.m. to 6 p.m. We will invite our members and their households, friends on our distribution list,
and car show sponsors. Steve will confirm the date with Joe Romano at Paesano.
NEXT MEETING
The next meeting will be THURSDAY April 19, 2018 at 6:30 p.m. in a second floor meeting
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park and Lincoln Avenue.
Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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