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NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
APRIL 2016 MEETING NOTES 

 
DATE:  APRIL 21, 2016   TIME: 6:30 PM 
 
The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society 
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the 
organization. These notes include updates as of May 6, 2016.  
 
The next meeting will be THURSDAY May 19, 2016 at 6:30 pm in the second floor Fellowship 
room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard. The focus of the meeting will be a 
presentation by author and historian Chris Wray, who will take us on a photographic journey 
along Historic Highway 80. See page 4 of these notes for details. 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:  

Steve Hon  Katherine Hon 
Claudia Watts  Paul Spears 
Sharon Turner  Randy Sappenfield 

The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent: 
Hilda Yoder  Michael Thornhill 
George Franck Bob Bauer 
Jody Surowiec  Judy Ciampoli 
Bill Vivian 

Members Sue, Sara, and Pat joined us. Welcome! 
 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
There were no special announcements. 
 
3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE 
The minutes from the March 17, 2016 NPHS meeting have been posted on the website.  
 
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT 
The financials were sent to the Board in advance of the meeting. In the period from March 17 to 
April 5, 2016, two NPHS members renewed and one donated an additional $80. The total 
income in this time period was $120. Expenses recorded in this time period totaled $75 for the 
booth fee for the Old House Fair. Arcadia Publishing sent us a notice that a royalty of 
approximately $143 will be deposited in the NPHS checking account in April. 
 
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING 
 
5. SAN DIEGO HISTORY CENTER 
Sara is visiting different history organizations to inform them on what the San Diego History 
Center (SDHC) is doing. She presented information about the latest exhibits at the SDHC, 
including "The Lore Behind the Roar! 100 Years of the San Diego Zoo" to celebrate the 
centennial of the zoo. The SDHC has an upcoming exhibit in October to celebrate Irving Gill. 
 
Also, the SDHC is partnering with the Congress of History to hold a local history forum to 
discuss operational needs of historical organizations and to share ideas. The forum will be 
Saturday, November 12. She is developing a survey to narrow the focus of the forum to 
information and presentations that will be most useful to local groups. She noted there are about 
65 historical/archaeological groups in San Diego County.  
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6. MCKINLEY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ESSAYS 
Pat has been volunteering at McKinley Elementary School since 2001. She challenged three 5th 
grade classes to write essays about Historical Preservation—Does It Matter? She showed them 
photos from our Arcadia book, "Images of America: San Diego's North Park." About 60 students 
wrote essays, and although it was a pro-con writing exercise, nearly all of the students 
championed the pro side in favor of historical preservation. Pat asked NPHS to select a set of 
winners from all of the essays. Update: Sharon, Sue, Jody and Katherine read the essays and 
picked three "Gold Star" winners plus seven "Honorable Mention" essays. The Gold Star 
winners each received a copy of the Arcadia book, donated by Pat, Sue, and NPHS. The 
Honorable Mention winners each received a $10 gift certificate to Verbatim Books, a rare and 
used bookstore newly arrived in the heart of North Park at 3793 30th Street. All ten of the 
winning essays will be on display at our next meeting on May 19. Also see page 23 of the May 8 
issue of Uptown News for Katherine's PastMatters column highlighting the essays. The online 
link is http://sduptownnews.com/historical-preservation-matter-ask-fifth-grader/ 
 

 
Thank you, "Miss Pat" (center) for helping all of these 5th graders at McKinley Elementary 
School express their feelings about the importance of historical preservation. NPHS appreciated 
being part of their essay project. 
 
7. WATER TOWER PUBLIC ART PROJECT UPDATE 
Gail is preparing her report. Stay tuned! 
 
8. NORTH PARK FESTIVAL OF THE ARTS 
NPHS will have a free booth at the Festival of the Arts, which is happening from 10:00 am to 
10:00 pm on May 21, 2016. North Park Main Street will provide a canopy and table and chairs 
to facilitate another non-profit exhibitor coming after 5:00 pm to take over the space we will use 
from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm. Sharon, Sue, Claudia, George, Bob, and Jody are planning on coming 
by to help Steve and Katherine in the booth. It is best to have at least two people there at all 
times. If you know you can help, email Katherine at info@northparkhistory.org with your time 
preference and she will begin compiling the sign-up sheet. 
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9. OLD HOUSE FAIR 
The Old House Fair in South Park will be Saturday, June 18, 2016, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm. 
This is another good event for NPHS, and we have signed up to have booth space. We do have 
to bring our own canopy to this event, so Steve and Katherine will need help to set it up and 
take it down, and all times in between. Save the date and get ready to help! 
 
10. NORTH PARK COMMUNITY PLAN UPDATE STATUS 
We continue to be particularly opposed to the concept of density bonus (which the City has re-
named "development enhancement program"), which allows developers to exceed zoning 
parameters in the Community Plan Update (CPU). We are especially concerned about the non-
transit related density bonus area being proposed in University Heights between Lincoln and 
Howard avenues from Florida to Texas streets. Paul noted University Avenue is now classified 
as neighborhood commercial with a 65-foot height limit.  
 
11. MAY IS HISTORIC PRESERVATION MONTH  
Chris Wray, a local author of historical books about San Diego's backcountry areas, will come to 
our May 19 meeting to take us on a photographic journey along Historic Highway 80. See the 
flyer on the next page. Everyone is welcome to attend this free event. Bring your friends and 
family! 
 
12. ARTICLES IN COMMUNITY NEWSPAPERS  
Uptown News continues to feature history-themed articles from Katherine in her column 
"PastMatters." See the end of these notes for a scan of her April article about expendable 
gems—historical homes at risk because of the non-transit density bonus area in University 
Heights. Links are posted on our Facebook page. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be THURSDAY May 19, 2016 at 6:30 pm in the second floor Fellowship 
meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park and Lincoln 
Avenue. The focus of the meeting will be the presentation by Chris Wray about Historic Highway 
80. 
 
Prepared by 

 
 
 

Katherine Hon 
Secretary, North Park Historical Society 
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