NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JULY 2019 MEETING NOTES
DATE:

JULY 18, 2019

TIME: 6:30 PM

The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the
organization. These notes include updates as of July 30, 2019.
The next meeting will be THURSDAY August 15, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second floor
meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park Boulevard and
Lincoln Avenue.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:
Steve Hon
George Franck
Katherine Hon
Jody Surowiec
Paul Spears
Randy Sappenfield
Judy Ciampoli
Sharon Turner
Hilda Yoder
Bob Bauer
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent:
Michael Thornhill
Claudia Watts
Welcome all!
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter was circulated for viewing.
The July 2019 PastMatters column in Uptown News presented the history of Harry Kelly, a
policeman in San Diego from 1915 to about 1945, who was the first owner of the humble
bungalow that is now NPHS headquarters. A scan of this article is at the end of these meeting
notes.
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The minutes from the June 20, 2019 meeting have been posted on the website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials for the period of June 20 through July 17, 2019 were sent to Board Members
before the meeting. During this period, five members renewed (thank you, Judy, Randi, Kate,
Robert, and Christine!), and three renewing members gave us donations that totaled $150
(thank you, Judy, Randi, and Kate!). We got two car show entries and one car show sponsor
(thank you, North Park Main Street!). The San Diego History Center paid us $20 for five tote
bags sold in their museum store. Total income in this period was $390. There were no expenses
in this time period.
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5.
NPHS CAR SHOW
At the time of this meeting we had 12 cars registered, 4 paid sponsors (Steve, Randy,
Observatory and North Park Main Street), and 2 promised sponsors (Barons Market and
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Vintage Homes). Steve and Katherine took flyers to the Car Club Council meeting on July 2,
and were allowed 2 minutes to talk about the show. The traffic police have been scheduled.
They will be onsite for the entire duration of the show, from 6 am to 1 pm, and will bring
barricades. Portapotties have been arranged with United Site Services. Katherine noted the cost
for each unit and the fee to have weekend delivery and removal on the same day is much
higher than last year.
North Park Trophy will provide their wonderful trophies. The photographer who came last year,
Michael Carreon, has agreed to take photos again. Steve will arrange to get the no parking
signs that must be posted several days before the show, and Paul will help with that effort.
NPHS member Christine, who has excellent handwriting in chalk, will help us mark the numbers
on the parking lot spaces the day before the event. Jody will let us borrow her canopy, which is
always useful for attendees and the trophies to get out of the sun.
The poster by Johnathan Harrison, the designer who prepared the last two posters, was
revealed at the meeting. The beautiful colors reflect Johnathan's theme of riding into the sunset
in a sharp white 1966 Chevrolet Corvette Stingray. The car has been owned since it was new by
one of our long-time exhibitors, who was thrilled to have her car be selected as the final "poster
child." Update: A7D has printed the posters, and they look great. Look for them to appear in
various places around North Park. The poster is pictured on page 4 of these notes.
6.
COUNTY GRANT UPDATE
Steve reported that NPHS has received the $2,000 we requested from the County. The funds
are to help with the car show ($750) and for a public art consultant ($1,250) related to the Water
Tower project. The documentation for the previous grant for 2018-2019 has been submitted to
the County.
7.
NEW MINI-PARK BEHIND THE NORTH PARK THEATRE - UPDATE
Word is that construction of the new urban park in the parking lot behind the North Park
Theatre will begin by January 2020. In anticipation, North Park Main Street has initiated
creation of a 501C3 business and neighborhood foundation to allow for tax-deductible
donations to provide enhanced maintenance and activity programming in the park.
8.
5G TOWER ISSUE
Historic resources advocates have become concerned about the recent state and federal
regulations pushing for installation of 5G wireless facilities. The City is currently updating their
Land Development Code to include regulations and guidance about new freestanding cellular
towers. As directed at the last meeting, NPHS wrote a letter supporting city control of the
manner in which new facilities are placed and evaluation of potential adverse aesthetic
impacts, especially in designated and potential historic districts. The letter was approved via
email by 10 board members and opposed by none. The letter was emailed to all City Council
members and Shannon Anthony of the Historical Resources Board staff on July 7, 2019, and
appears on page 5 of these notes.
9.
POTENTIAL MEETING/EVENT SPACE AT UNION COWORK
Russell Johnson, Community Manager with Union Cowork North Park on 30th Street, offered
to let NPHS have meeting space for our monthly meetings at no cost. He also offered space
and assistance for a presentation or a "pop-up museum" if we would like to develop an event.
Parking would be available at the garage for $1 per hour or on the street within a few blocks.
Katherine met with Russell to see the meeting rooms on Monday, June 24. He later emailed
her photos of the space which were shown to the group. It was agreed that the meeting rooms
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might be a bit too small for our regular meetings, but the patio space could be nice for an
event where people were mingling. The indoor group space does not have enough chairs for a
sit-down lecture like we have held at the church Fellowship Hall.
10.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
The annual events NPHS is participating in or organizing include the following:
 North Park Car Show: Saturday, September 7, 2019, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
The Balboa Tennis Club has agreed to host us for our 10th and Final Car Show.
 Toyland Parade: Sunday, December 8, 2019. This is the second Sunday in
December, a change from being held on the first Saturday.
11.
SCANNING OF SLIDES — SECOND EDITION
Katherine showed pictures from the Guy/Halac, Kooperman, and Leedy families that Don
Covington had made into slides many years ago. This is the second set of slides to be
scanned with our new slide scanner. The slides from the Guy/Halac family include an
intriguing photo that could be showing the botanical gardens building in Balboa Park under
construction in the background (far left). The Kooperman family photos include a cute pair of
girls on an interesting swing (center). The Leedy family photos include several of 3552 Texas
Street before the porch was enclosed, showing an interesting combination of square and
round porch columns (right).

The next meeting will be THURSDAY August 15, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second floor
meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park Boulevard and
Lincoln Avenue.
Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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