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NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SEPTEMBER 2019 MEETING NOTES 

 
DATE:  SEPTEMBER 19, 2019   TIME: 6:30 PM 
 
The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society 
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the 
organization. These notes include updates as of September 27, 2019. 
 
The next meeting will be THURSDAY October 17, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second floor 
meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park Boulevard and 
Lincoln Avenue.  
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:  

Steve Hon  George Franck 
Katherine Hon  Jody Surowiec  
Paul Spears  Randy Sappenfield 
Judy Ciampoli  Sharon Turner 

 Michael Thornhill Claudia Watts 
 Bob Bauer   
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent: 
 Hilda Yoder 
Members Turner and Linda joined us. Welcome all! 
 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter was circulated for viewing.  
 
The August 2019 PastMatters column in Uptown News was about Master Builder Edward F. 
Bryans, whose career involved some unexpected drama. See a scan on page 7 of these notes. 
 
We learned that the church was recently broken into, so we will have to be very diligent about 
closing all windows after our meeting is over and keeping the entrance door closed and locked 
once everyone is upstairs for the meeting. Late arrivals will have to call or text the phone 
number on our sign posted on the wall to be let in after 6:30 pm. Steve reminded the group that 
the church is locking the gates to their parking lot in the evenings for increased security 
purposes. Therefore, we all need to leave promptly after our meetings. 
 
3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE 
The minutes from the August 15, 2019 meeting have been posted on the website. 
 
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT  
The financials for the period of August 13 through September 18, 2019 were sent to Board 
Members before the meeting. During this period, we gained one new member (thank you 
Linda!), six members renewed (thank you, Steve, Katherine, Charlie & Juliet, George, 
Desmond, and Kelly!), and three renewing members gave us donations that totaled $240 (thank 
you, Steve, Katherine, and Charlie & Juliet!). Katherine bought four tote bags for Car Show 
prizes. Four Car Show sponsors paid sponsorships totaling $500. We received donations of $51 
at the Car Show. We got 26 advance Car Show entries for $260 in this time period, and 14 Car 
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Show entries paid on the day of the show for an additional $140. Total income in this period was 
$1,349.56. Expenses in this time period consisted of paying for the no-parking signs posted in 
the parking lot ($120), and the traffic police during the Car Show ($561) for a total of $681.  
 
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING 
 
5. NPHS CAR SHOW — FOLLOW-UP 
The following Car Show Summary Report was provided at the meeting: 
 
REVENUE 
Donations in water tower  41.00 
Donation from car exhibitor  10.00 
 TOTAL DONATIONS         $51.00 
 
Entries at $10 each before show 510.00 
Entries at $10 each on day of show 140.00 
 TOTAL ENTRIES           $650.00 
 
Sponsorships: 
 Steve Hon   100.00 
 Randy Sappenfield  100.00 
 Gary Douglass   100.00 
 Miles Johnson   200.00 
 Tera Vessels   100.00 
 West Coast Tavern  100.00 
 North Park Main Street 100.00 
 Barons Market   100.00 
 TOTAL SPONSORS          $900.00 
TOTAL REVENUE           $1,601.00 
 
EXPENSES 
City Permit    277.07 
Portapotties    948.64 
No-Parking signs   120.00 
Traffic Police    561.00 
 TOTAL EXPENSES         $1,906.71 
 

• NET (Revenue minus Expenses)) LOSS OF $305.71 
• COUNTY GRANT          $750.00 
• NET WITH COUNTY GRANT      GAIN OF $444.29 

 
IN-KIND DONATIONS: 

• Trophies provided for free by North Park Trophy & Award 
• Poster designed for free by Johnathan Harrison 
• Posters printed for free by A7D Creative Group  
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FAVORITE CAR VOTING SUMMARY 
 

• There were 66 cars onsite (3 exhibitors who registered in advance did not show, and 5 
exhibitors who had not registered drove up on the day of the show). 

• We filled all but one space. 
• Favorite Car voting results:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Place Grand Trophy to 1969 Ford Van "Van Tiki." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second place to red-and-white two-tone 1955 Ford Fairlane Crown Victoria. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Third place tie between green 1969 Chevrolet Camaro SS 396 RS and a crazy 1946 GMC Truck 

"Rat Rod" that looked like something from the Mad Max movie. 
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Thank you to all our helpers from early set up to the clean-up crew:  Steve, Katherine, Michael, 
George, Claudia, Turner, Sharon, Judy, Hilda, Jody, Paul, Christine and Bob. Thank you to 
Randy, who has been a sponsor, exhibitor with perfect 10-year attendance, and poster 
distributor. Thank you to Peter who distributed posters and encouraged his friend with a 
certain 1955 Ford to exhibit (who ended up being the second place trophy winner). Also thank 
you to Sue who distributed posters. Together, we made our final show the best ever! 
 
Steve asked the group if it would be useful to pursue getting a "prize wheel" for our booth to 
get people's attention. He reminded us that at the Festival of the Arts, the booth for elected 
officials next to us seemed to get a lot of visitors eager to spin their wheel and answer 
questions for a prize of candy. We could have questions about North Park history. Steve has 
found some wheels online through Amazon for less than $100. Bob moved and Sharon 
seconded that we pursue getting a prize wheel at a cost not to exceed $100. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
6. ADVISORY SERVICE MARKETING 
Paul would like to enhance awareness of this free service that NPHS is providing. He 
suggested some volunteers monitor home sales and note the addresses of homes that have 
the potential to be designated. Then we can mail a flyer explaining our advisory service to the 
new owners. The Board had agreed at the last meeting that this would be worthwhile. Paul 
and Judy will do the initial monitoring. Paul developed an example flyer with information pulled 
from the NPHS website, which was circulated for review at this meeting. Sharon moved and 
George seconded that the example flyer be approved for use as proposed. The motion was 
approved unanimously. 
 
7. WALKING TOUR OF MORLEY FIELD 
The Emeritus Program of the San Diego Continuing Education, San Diego Community College 
District has requested a tour of the Morley Field Recreational Area as part of their 
"Rediscovering San Diego" class. We will provide the tours on Tuesday, October 15 and 
Thursday, October 17 from 9:00 am to noon each day. There may be as many as 40 
attendees each day. Steve and George will be our main guides. Michael can help Steve on 
Tuesday, October 15, and Sharon can be Steve's photo notebook assistant on both days. 
Jody can be George's photo notebook assistant on both days.  
 
We could use a few more volunteers to walk at the end of the groups to keep them moving. 
Contact Katherine at info@northparkhistory.org or 619-294-8990 if you can help either day. 
 
Steve is working on the guide notes, and Katherine is helping him develop the assistant's 
photo notebooks. Guides and assistants, please meet in between the tennis courts and 
pool at 8:30 am on both Tuesday and Thursday, October 15 and 17 to get ready for the 
attendees. You can park in the tennis court parking lot where we held the Car Show. We will 
set up our table on the grass under the trees just to the north of the pool.  
 
8. GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH ORGAN RENOVATION 
Steve announced that the pipe organ at Grace Lutheran Church is approaching 100 years old 
and the church is going to conduct several fundraisers to help renovate it. There will be a free 
concert by the San Diego Civic Organist at the church on November 1 at 7:00 pm. A Benefit 
Gala will be held Saturday, November 16, 2019 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm, starting with a 
reception in the church courtyard. See the flyer at the end of these notes. 
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9. CITY CLERK ARCHIVES MONTH PRESENTATIONS AND ARCHIVE TOURS 
The City of San Diego Office of the City Clerk is celebrating their third annual Archives Month 
in October with the theme of "Hidden Treasures" and asked for volunteers to present free 
lectures to the public about the history of places in San Diego prior to the 1920s. Katherine 
volunteered to present a "North Park and How It Grew" PowerPoint lecture based on photos in 
our Arcadia book, Images of America: San Diego's North Park. The lecture will be in the City 
Clerk Archives room located in the basement (Floor B) of the City Administration Building at 
202 C Street on Thursday, October 3 at 1:00 pm.  
 
Contact Samantha Ely, Archives Supervisor at 619-236-6924 or SEly@sandiego.gov to RSVP 
for a lecture or tour. 
 
See the schedule for other lectures and tours on the next page. 
 
10. UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
The events NPHS is participating in this year include the following: 
 Lecture at the City Administration Building, 202 C Street (Floor B) for City Clerk's Annual 

Archives Month celebration: Thursday, October 3 from 1:00 pm to 2:00 pm. 
 Walking tours of Morley Field for San Diego Community College Emeritus Program, 

Rediscovering San Diego class on Tuesday, October 15 and Thursday, October 17, 
from 9:00 am to noon each day. 

 Toyland Parade: Sunday, December 8, 2019.  
 
Regarding the Toyland Parade, the entry fee is $20. The group discussed if we want to march 
this year. Sharon noted that Victor Flake, the man inside the wonderful dancing Water Tower, 
is willing to march again. Sharon moved and Claudia seconded that NPHS submit an entry for 
marching in the Toyland Parade. Seven Board members voted in favor, with three who could 
not be in the parade abstaining. As seven is a majority of the Board, the motion was approved. 
 
The next meeting will be THURSDAY October 17, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park Boulevard 
and Lincoln Avenue.  
 
Prepared by 

 
 

Katherine Hon 
Secretary, North Park Historical Society 
 



 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 


