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NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
OCTOBER 2019 MEETING NOTES 

 
DATE:  OCTOBER 17, 2019   TIME: 6:30 PM 
 
The first part of this meeting was a Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society 
(NPHS) Board of Directors, and the second part was the activities discussion for the 
organization. These notes include updates as of October 22, 2019. 
 
The next meeting will be THURSDAY November 21, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park Boulevard 
and Lincoln Avenue. This will be our last meeting of the year, as we do not meet in December. 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were present:  

Steve Hon  Claudia Watts 
Katherine Hon  Jody Surowiec  
Paul Spears  Randy Sappenfield 
Sharon Turner  Michael Thornhill 

The following members of the NPHS Board of Directors were absent: 
 Hilda Yoder  George Franck 
 Bob Bauer  Judy Ciampoli 
Welcome all! 
 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter was circulated for viewing. The October 
2019 PastMatters column was about the early years of the Granada Building on University 
Avenue (see the last page of these notes). The University Heights Community Association 
newsletter reprinted an article written by Katherine about the pattern of street names in the 1888 
development of University Heights. Yes, there really was a theme to the order of presidents (for 
east-west streets) and states (for north-south streets).   
 
A new Maintenance Assessment District has been proposed by some property owners in the 
Morley Field area to fund and maintain the installation of historic style street lights. The 
proposed boundaries are Alabama Street on the west, 28th Street on the east, Wightman Street 
on the north, and Upas Street on the south. NPHS is not involved in this project or taking a 
position on it, as half of our Board members live in the proposed area and would be assessed, 
but half of the Board are outside the proposed area and would not be affected. The website for 
more information is www.morleyfieldhistoricstreetlights.org. 
 
Paul noted that although a full historic report was required and prepared for 
3829 Texas Street — an intact Craftsman bungalow proposed for demolition 
— the house was not deemed eligible for historic designation, so the 
demolition can proceed. This is a shame, and another example of the 
steady erosion of North Park's authentic historic character. 
 
Katherine announced that Verbatim Books at 3793 30th Street is now selling 
the North Park history book. See photo at right — even Nicholas Cage 
wants people to read about North Park! Michael noted that Verbatim would 
allow us to meet in their space if we needed an alternative to the church.  
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Michael announced that the 100th anniversary of the completion of John D. Spreckels’ San 
Diego & Arizona Railway, The Impossible Railroad, is on November 16, and several special 
events are planned. See https://www.psrm.org/centennial/ for more information.  
 
3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE 
The minutes from the September 19, 2019 meeting have been posted on the website. 
 
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT  
The financials for the period of September 19 through October 16, 2019 were sent to Board 
Members before the meeting. During this period, four members renewed (thank you, Sharon, 
Jody, Claudia and Michael!), and two renewing members gave us donations that totaled $90 
(thank you, Sharon and Jody!). We sold one Arcadia book and one spiral-bound North Park 
book to a generous neighbor. We sold 10 spiral-bound North Park books wholesale to Verbatim 
Books. We received a royalty payment of $136.95 from Arcadia Publishing for the period of 
January to June 2019. This means our Arcadia book, "Images of America: San Diego's North 
Park" is still in print. Total income in this period was $485.29. Expenses in this time period 
consisted of the fee to march in the Toyland Parade ($20), the prize wheel ($43.05), and a 
wearable, wireless amplifier ($62.00) approved for purchase via email, for a total of $125.05.  
 
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING 
 
5. ADVISORY SERVICE MARKETING 
Paul and his team have conducted a total of 15 evaluations since starting this free service in 
2018. They have conducted seven evaluations this year.  
 
At the September 19, 2019 meeting, the Board approved a flyer to be mailed to new owners of 
homes that have the potential to be designated in order to increase community awareness of 
this service NPHS is offering. Paul prepared a list and photos of the first 11 homes, and 
Katherine prepared and mailed the flyers for each homeowner.  
Update: On October 20, our first homeowner emailed us to request an evaluation. He said: 
"My family and I recently purchased 2733 29th Street, a 1914-craftsman home from the 
golden era of San Diego home-building. We are interested in the possibility of the house 
qualifying for the Mills Act. Along those lines, I am attaching a few photos of the property taken 
from the street and sidewalk. Please let me know if you require any further information for your 
assessment. In the meantime, thanks so much for providing this service!" 
 
6. WALKING TOUR OF MORLEY FIELD 
On October 15 and 17, we conducted tours of the 
Morley Field Recreational Area for the "Rediscovering 
San Diego" class of the San Diego Continuing 
Education, San Diego Community College District 
Emeritus Program. There were about 30 attendees on 
each day. Steve and George were our guides. Michael 
accompanied Steve on Tuesday, October 15, and 
Sharon was Steve's photo notebook assistant on 
Tuesday. Jody was George's photo notebook assistant 
on both days. We set up our table on the grass under 
the trees just to the north of the pool. 

https://www.psrm.org/centennial/


NPHS Meeting Notes 10-17-19 

The weather was perfect, and attendees said they enjoyed the tours very much and learned a 
lot. We also received $27 in donations. A Park Ranger asked us about the tour, and he may 
be interested in having us conduct a tour for park employees.  
 

.         
     Steve, Sharon and Michael review tour photos.         George, Katherine, Steve and Jody 
 
7. WALKING TOURS FOR 2020 - IDEAS 
We will have more time and resources for walking tours in 2020 since we will not be organizing 
a car show. Ideas for tours included the following: 
 Hamilton Street neighborhood emphasizing bungalow courts on January 18 for a group 

attending a conference about the Tiny House movement 
 Burlingame Historic District in the spring 
 Dryden Historic District in the summer, and maybe next October for the Rediscovering 

San Diego class 
 Morley Field Recreational Area in September (offered for free to previous car show 

exhibitors) 
 Develop a new walking tour featuring parts of Pauly's Addition. 

 
8. PRIZE WHEEL AND QUESTIONS 
At the September 19th meeting, Steve asked the group if it would be useful to pursue getting a 
"prize wheel" for our booth to get people's attention. A motion was made and approved 
unanimously to acquire a prize wheel, which was purchased from Amazon and arrived in time to 
be on the table for the Morley Field walking tours. We offered candy as a prize for the correct 
answer. The attendees were excellent test subjects, and enthusiastically spun the wheel. 
However, we quickly realized that the questions were too difficult for people new to North Park, 
and we have been working on simplifying the questions. We consequently gave candy for trying.  
 
We learned that some people did not want candy as a prize. Alternative prizes were discussed 
at this meeting. Michael had the brilliant idea to offer the note cards we have from many years 
ago that have photos of historic houses and the water tower, among other scenes. We will make 
sure to have some of these on hand the next time we use the prize wheel. 
 
9. CITY CLERK ARCHIVES MONTH PRESENTATIONS AND ARCHIVE TOURS 
The City of San Diego Office of the City Clerk is celebrating their third annual Archives Month 
in October with the theme of "Hidden Treasures" and asked for volunteers to present free 
lectures to the public about the history of places in San Diego prior to the 1920s. On October 
3rd, Katherine presented a "North Park and How It Grew" PowerPoint lecture based on photos 
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in our Arcadia book, Images of America: San Diego's North Park. The lecture was attended by 
staff and a few visitors. The following week, Steve and Katherine attended an Archive tour and 
lecture, which was extremely interesting and highly recommended if you are a fan of history. 
The last Archives tour will be offered on October 29 at 10 am. The tour is in the City Clerk 
Archives room located in the basement (Floor B) of the City Administration Building at 202 C 
Street. There are also a few more lectures being offered. See the schedule on the next page 
of these notes, and contact Samantha Ely, Archives Supervisor at 619-236-6924 or 
SEly@sandiego.gov to RSVP for a lecture or tour. 
 
 A volunteer helping to organize materials in the Archives contacted NPHS about some 
materials she saw related to North Park's history. She took pictures of these items with her 
phone and sent them to Katherine. The items pictured included a blueprint of the plan for the 
standpipe built in 1910 that preceded the Water Tower, and the plan for the 1924 tower. Stay 
tuned to Uptown News for more items related to North Park that are hiding in the city's 
basement — this will be the topic of Katherine's next PastMatters column. 
 

                   
                       Plan for the 1910 standpipe.         Plan for the 1924 Water Tower. 
 
10. UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
The events NPHS is participating in this year include the following: 
 Toyland Parade: Sunday, December 8, 2019.  

The entry fee for the Toyland Parade is $20, which has been paid. 
 
The next meeting will be THURSDAY November 21, 2019 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church, 3967 Park Boulevard, corner of Park Boulevard 
and Lincoln Avenue. This will be our last meeting of the year, as we do not meet in December. 
 
Prepared by 

 
 

Katherine Hon 
Secretary, North Park Historical Society 
 



 

 

 
 

  



 

 

 


