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NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
MARCH 2020 MEETING SUMMARY 

 
DATE:  MARCH 19, 2020   TIME: XX PM 
 
These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the March 19, 2020 
Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the 
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of March 25, 2020. 
The meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the novel coronavirus, and would 
have been prohibited by the third week in March, when gatherings of 10 or more were forbidden 
and the church was closed. 
 
The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY April 16, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church MAY NOT OCCUR IF RESTRICTIONS ON 
GATHERINGS ARE STILL IN PLACE AND THE CHURCH REMAINS CLOSED.  
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS  
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy. 
 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter(s) will be circulated for viewing at the next 
possible meeting. The March 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News was about the history 
of the unsung and unseen sewer (see last pages of this summary). 
 
3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE 
The minutes from the February 20, 2020 meeting have been posted on the website. 
 
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT  
The financials for the period February 20 to March 18, 2020 were sent to Board Members 
before March 19. During this period, one member renewed (thank you Robert R.!). We sold five 
spiral-bound North Park history books to Verbatim Books. The San Diego History Center paid 
NPHS for four tote bags they sold on consignment. Total income in this period was $106.55. 
Expenses in this time period consisted of our annual donation of $100 to Grace Lutheran 
Church for allowing us to use their meeting room for our monthly meetings.  
 
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING 
 
5. UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER 
Regarding the feasibility of placing the plaque in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the 
two-story building at the Water Tower site, since the installation would not be considered public 
art, our new contact is with the City Public Utilities Department and not with the Arts 
Commission.  
 
6. UPDATE ON COUNTY COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
Steve noted that he has asked the County if we can apply the remaining $1,250 from the 2019-
2020 grant for water tower art to placement of the plaque, and he is awaiting their reply. Also, 
Steve said that the County no longer has a fixed deadline for future grant requests. However, 
there are likely to be many competing requests due to the economic disaster that is 
accompanying the coronavirus crisis, so NPHS probably will not make a request. 
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7. PLANNING FOR PAULY’S ADDITION WALKING TOUR 
Sharon, Hilda, Paul, Michael, George, Steve, and Katherine are working to develop a walking 
tour of part of Pauly's Addition. Several sub-committee members met on February 23 and 
developed a route pattern. A draft table with information about each house and walking 
hazards has been compiled. A photo notebook has also been initiated. Our next steps are to 
choose the homes to highlight with more research, conduct a preliminary practice tour, adjust 
the route and guide notes, add pictures to the photo book, and then conduct another practice 
tour.  
 
8. ARIZONA STREET TRACT (PARK VILLA 

DRIVE) POTENTIAL HISTORIC DISTRICT 
As directed in the North Park Community Plan Update, 
City staff conducted a detailed field assessment of the 
one-block-long potential historic district between Myrtle 
Avenue and Dwight Street on the south and north, and 
Arizona Street and Arnold Avenue on the west and east. 
The potential district includes the interior street of Park 
Villa Drive. This block within the original larger Park Villas 
subdivision was re-subdivided in 1912 by Southern 
California Home Builders. The developer split the original 
125-foot-deep lots in half and merged two 25-foot 
frontages to form nearly square lots that were about 62 
feet deep with 50-foot frontages. In 1913, the first five 
homes were built (3594 to 3560 Arnold Avenue), followed 
by about a dozen homes the next year. The 1921 
Sanborn map at right shows about 20 homes built. The 
other lots remained vacant until later in the 1920s.  
 
Unfortunately, City staff found a lot of integrity issues with 
a high percentage of the homes in this potential district, 
such that only 20 of the 48 homes could be identified as 
contributing. City staff prepared a detailed summary for 
each house and conducted a field meeting attended by 
NPHS Board Members Katherine and George, as well as 
North Park Planning Committee and SOHO 
representatives. It is likely this proposed district will not be 
processed or designated.   
 
Other North Park districts in the city’s work plan this year include Park Boulevard and Kalmia 
Place. District processing planned for 2021, 2022, and 2023 includes Altadena, St. Louis 
Heights/28th Street, and the North Park commercial district, respectively.  
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9. UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Information regarding future events in 2020 is summarized below. 

▪ Table in Lobby at San Diego History 
Center: March 10, 2020. Steve 
staffed the display table, in what was 
one of the last public events at the 
San Diego History Center for the 
duration of the public health crisis. 
Due to a combination of rainy 
weather and looming health 
concerns, attendance was light. But 
NPHS showed up! The History 
Center offered us another opportunity 
to display in August, when Katherine 
is scheduled to give a Tuesday Talk 
on “North Park and How it Grew.” If 
life is back to normal by that time, we 
will do it. 

▪ Congress of History: March 13-14, 2020. This conference was canceled due to the 
public health crisis and prohibitions against gatherings.  

▪ Festival of the Arts: Saturday, May 9, 2020. The NPHS Board has already decided to 
skip exhibiting at the Festival of the Arts in 2020.  

▪ Presentations for the Community: We have typically arranged for an outside speaker to 
make a free presentation in May, and have a few people in mind who could be quite 
interesting. However, given the current public health crisis, we will wait until it is safe to 
gather in groups before arranging a community meeting.   

 
The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY April 16, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church MAY NOT OCCUR IF RESTRICTIONS ON 
GATHERINGS ARE STILL IN PLACE AND THE CHURCH REMAINS CLOSED.  
 
Prepared by 

 
 

Katherine Hon 
Secretary, North Park Historical Society 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


