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NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
APRIL 2020 MEETING SUMMARY 

 
DATE:  APRIL 16, 2020   TIME: XX PM 
 
These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the April 16, 2020 
Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the 
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of April 26, 2020. The 
meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the novel coronavirus and resulting 
state and local restrictions on gatherings. 
 
The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY May 21, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR. We will monitor state and 
local guidance, Grace Lutheran Church, and the opinion of the NPHS Board regarding when it 
might be appropriate to resume our public meetings this year. 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS   
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy. 
 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletter(s) will be circulated for viewing at the next 
possible meeting. The April 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News was about the long and 
complicated history of the North Park sign (see last pages of this summary). 
 
3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE 
The meeting summary from the cancelled March 19, 2020 meeting have been posted on the 
website. 
 
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT  
The financials for the period of March 19 to April 16, 2020 were sent to Board Members on April 
16. During this period, two members renewed and provided extra donations (thank you Cia and 
Donna!). Total income in this period was $100. There were no expenses in this time period. To 
minimize visits to the bank, Steve implemented the ability to deposit checks into the NPHS 
checking account via mobile (iPhone) deposit. 
 
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING 
 
5. UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER 
Coordination with City Public Utilities Department staff regarding the feasibility of placing the 
plaque in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the two-story building at the Water Tower 
site is pending return to some kind of normalcy.  
 
6. UPDATE ON COUNTY COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
Coordination with County staff regarding the question of if we can apply the remaining $1,250 
from the 2019-2020 grant for water tower art to placement of the plaque is pending return to 
some kind of normalcy. 
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7. PLANNING FOR PAULY’S ADDITION WALKING TOUR 
The team has developed a route pattern focusing on the southern part of Pauly’s Addition from 
Dwight to Upas and Alabama to Texas streets. A draft table with information about each house 
and walking hazards has been compiled. A photo notebook has also been initiated including 
interior photos of houses that had been staged for sale. Our next steps are to choose the 
homes to highlight with more research, conduct a preliminary practice tour, adjust the route 
and guide notes, add pictures to the photo book, and then conduct another practice tour, 
pending return to some kind of normalcy. Homes that are candidates for highlighting include 
the following: 

 

2140 Upas Street, Designated                              3405 Texas Street, Designated 
 

          3435 Texas Street, Designated                                       3530 Mississippi Street 
 
8. EVALUATIONS OF HISTORIC HOMES 
In April, NPHS provided evaluations of 
homes at 2830 Redwood Street and 
2729 29th Street regarding their 
potential to be designated. Although 
both are charming and of historic age, 
there have been some alterations over 
time that could make individual 
designation challenging. 
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9. COMMUNITY COORDINATION 
Mike Hess of Hess Brewing Company requested a historic photo of North Park they could use 
on the can of their “Pershing Pils” beer, which they named to honor Pershing Drive, the old 
wagon road from downtown to North Park. They have a limited supply (about 40 cases) of the 
beer at their building on Grim Avenue in North Park and are selling the rest through Trader 
Joes. Katherine provided the classic 1953 picture of the corner of 30th and University Avenue, 
courtesy of the Hartley Family, who were credited on the can. 
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The April 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News about the history of the North Park sign 
featured photographs of the November 1993 dedication ceremony for the current sign in 
University Avenue near Kansas Street. The photos taken by Bill VanderMolen had been 
presented in the 1993 North Park News. In response to the article, the photographer, who now 
lives in Michigan, emailed Katherine saying the following: 
 

Today I came across a story about the North Park sign that you wrote in San Diego Uptown 

News. I am Bill VanderMolen to whom you give photo credit for the photos taken in 1993.Wow. 

Interesting to see that my photos still are out there. I still have that two page spread in my 

archives. I found this article because once in a while I Google my name to see if any of my 

photos are being used. I still do some photography here in Michigan, and post some of my 

photos for public use and it’s fun to see them in these stories. Anyway, just thought I would drop 

you a note.  

Another interesting bit about that story ...President Bill Clinton was invited to that sign ceremony 

as kind of a "see what happens." It almost happened. Secret service showed up the day before 

and cased out the place with guys up on roofs checking it out. Unfortunately, an incident with 

Israel started and that took precedence. 
 
See the last pages of these notes for how the article appeared in the Uptown News. 
 
10. UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Information regarding future events in 2020 is summarized below. 

▪ Table in Lobby at San Diego History Center: August 2020. The History Center offered 
us another opportunity to display in August, when Katherine is scheduled to give a 
Tuesday Talk on “North Park and How it Grew.” If life is back to normal by that time, we 
will do it. 

▪ Festival of the Arts: Postponed to October 2020. The NPHS Board has already decided 
to skip exhibiting at the Festival of the Arts in 2020.  

▪ Presentations for the Community: We have typically arranged for an outside speaker to 
make a free presentation in May, and have a few people in mind who could be quite 
interesting. However, given the current public health crisis, we will wait until it is safe to 
gather in groups before arranging a community meeting.   

 
The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY May 21, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second 
floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR. We will monitor state and 
local guidance, Grace Lutheran Church, and the opinion of the NPHS Board regarding when it 
might be appropriate to resume our public meetings this year. 
 
Prepared by 

 
 

Katherine Hon 
Secretary, North Park Historical Society 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 


