NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JUNE 2020 MEETING SUMMARY
DATE:

JUNE 18, 2020

TIME: XX PM

These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the June 18, 2020
Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of June 28, 2020. The
meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the novel coronavirus and resulting
state and local restrictions on gatherings.
The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY July 16, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a secondfloor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR. We will monitor state and
local guidance, Grace Lutheran Church, and the opinion of the NPHS Board regarding when it
might be appropriate to resume our public meetings this year.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy.
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletters will be circulated for viewing at the next
possible meeting. The June 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News was Part 2 of a series
about historic street names in San Diego (see the last pages of this summary).
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The meeting summary from the canceled May 21, 2020 meeting has been posted on the
website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials for the period of May 23 to June 16, 2020 were sent to Board Members on June
16. During this period, three members renewed (thank you Bill, Luvonne and Beth!). One
renewing member gave a generous additional donation (thank you, Bill!). Total income in this
period was $160. Expenses in this time period totaled $1,000 for our annual organization
insurance premium.
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5.
UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER
Coordination with City Public Utilities Department staff regarding the feasibility of placing the
plaque in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the two-story building at the Water Tower
site is pending return to some kind of normalcy.
6.
UPDATE ON COUNTY COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM
Coordination with County staff regarding the question of if we can apply the remaining $1,250
from the 2019-2020 grant for water tower art to placement of the plaque is pending return to
some kind of normalcy.
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7.
PLANNING FOR PAULY’S ADDITION WALKING TOUR
The team has developed a route, photo notebook and draft guide notes focusing on the
southern part of Pauly’s Addition from Dwight to Upas and Alabama to Texas streets. All
walking tours are pending return to some kind of normalcy.
8.
EVALUATIONS OF HISTORIC HOMES
In May, we sent an information flyer to 12 recently sold properties that the NPHS evaluation
team thought could qualify as individually significant historic resources, and we evaluated the
Mission Revival home of one new owner who contacted us. This month, Katherine provided
some information on the origins of a Spanish Revival house for a neighbor who is considering
pursuing designation.
9.
COMMUNITY COORDINATION
Gregg Schloss of A&B Sporting Goods shared some photos and brochures from Toyland
Parades during the 1960s, which Katherine scanned. We sent a few of the photos of the
Toyland Parade queen and court (see below) to Ken Kramer, host of the KPBS TV show,
“About San Diego.” He replied:

“Just a quick note of thanks for the photos from the 1960 North Park Toyland Parade. Right now,
with virus restrictions, I don’t know when I might be getting off the porch to do any new
programs, but I’m wondering when that time comes, if it’s ok to show them on the air? I really
appreciate it and will definitely advise if they’re going to be broadcast.
Meantime, I hope you are staying safe and healthy!”
These two photos may be seen on TV, if Ken Kramer uses them in a future show.

The 1960 Toyland Parade Court and other VIPs.

NPHS Meeting Summary 6-18-2020

Queen Janice Hillis and Jay North
AKA “Dennis the Menace”

Last month’s meeting summary featured the brochure for the 1965 Toyland Parade. Following
are a few more photos courtesy of Gregg Schloss of A&B Sporting Goods.

Brochure for the 1964 Toyland Parade

A flying Santa Claus in the Toyland Parade (year unknown)
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One of our members offered his framed poster
from when his house was part of a tour of North
Park in 1994. Another member whose house was
also on the tour (and as it happens is a neighbor)
was the first to ask for the poster. Everyone is
happy the poster got a great new home.
The May 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown
News initiated a series about San Diego street
names. More than 250 street names were changed
by a single ordinance in 1900 to correct many
name duplications (including where 15
subdivisions had numbered streets). Replacement
street names in the ordinance were provided by
Louis Jackson Davids, the relatively new city
engineer who was discussed in the May 2020
issue of Uptown News. Part 2 of this series, which
identified author names in Point Loma and solved
the mystery of Missouri Street among gems in
Pacific Beach, was published in the June 2020
issue. See the last pages of these notes for that
article.
10.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Information regarding future events in 2020 is summarized below.
▪ Table in Lobby at San Diego History Center: August 2020. Before public health
restrictions were implemented, the History Center offered us another opportunity to
display in August, when Katherine was scheduled to give a Tuesday Talk on “North
Park and How it Grew.” Considering the latest surges in the number of COVID19
cases, it is doubtful we will do this.
▪ Festival of the Arts: At this time, North Park Main Street has postponed this event to
October 2020. Due to reasons not related to the current pandemic, the NPHS Board
decided at the November 2019 meeting to skip exhibiting at the Festival of the Arts in
2020.
▪ Presentations for the Community: We have typically arranged for an outside speaker to
make a free presentation in May, and have a few people in mind who could be quite
interesting. However, given the current public health crisis, we will wait until it is safe to
gather in groups before arranging a community meeting. Such events may have to wait
for a safe and effective vaccine, so may not occur until 2021.
The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY July 16, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a secondfloor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR. We will monitor state and
local guidance, Grace Lutheran Church, and the opinion of the NPHS Board regarding when (or
if) it might be appropriate to resume our public meetings this year.
Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society

NPHS Meeting Summary 6-18-2020

This 1892 map was not published with the article but provides helpful information.

