NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AUGUST 2020 MEETING SUMMARY

DATE: AUGUST 20, 2020 TIME: XX PM

These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the August 20, 2020
Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of August 22, 2020.
The meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the novel coronavirus and
resulting state and local restrictions on gatherings.

The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY September 17, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a
second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR. Although we will not
be able to resume our public meetings this year, we are still providing information virtually to all
who contact us with questions about North Park history.

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy.

2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletters will be circulated for viewing at the next
possible meeting. The August 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News was Part 4 of a series
about historic street names in San Diego (see the last pages of this summary).

3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The meeting summary from the canceled July 16, 2020 meeting has been posted on the
website.

BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING

4, TREASURER6S REPORT

The financials for the period of July 17 to August 21, 2020 were sent to Board Members on
August 21. During this period, three members renewed (thank you Paul, Steve and Katherine!).
These renewing members gave additional donations (thank you, Paul, Steve and Katherine!).
We also received a $100 bonus from our insurance company for being a well-run organization in
2019. Total income in this period was $740. Expenses in this time period totaled $275 for the
purchase of an engraved 8x8-inch paver in the North Park Mini Park.

The San Diego History Center sold all but one of our tote bags they had on consignment before
the store had to close due to the coronavirus. They gave us back the remaining tote bag and it
has been returned to inventory. We have a total of 23 bags on hand.

ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING

5. UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER

Coordination with City Public Utilities Department staff regarding the feasibility of placing the
plague in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the two-story building at the Water Tower
site is pending return to some kind of normalcy.
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6. NORTH PARK MINI PARK PAVER PROGRAM

The NPHS Board of Directors unanimously approved purchasing an 8-inch by 8-inch paver
with our organization logo and our name NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY via an email
vote completed July 24, 2020. The paver has been ordered. The Paver Program for the North
Park Mini Park now under construction behind the North Park Theatre is sponsored by the
North Park Business and Neighborhood Foundation, a 501C3 formed to help obtain
improvements to the mini park that would not be funded by the City. Amenities planned include
a movie screen, maintenance, music, tables, chairs, games and organized activities for all
ages. A flyer for the program is below. The link to more information is:
http://www.northparkminipark.com/

Sales of pavers will end soon in September. Individuals, families, organizations and
businesses are encouraged to order one. The pavers will be engraved and then will be
installed all at one time by the construction company.
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SECURE YOUR NORTH
PARK MINI PARK PAV

4X8 PAVER B .o

8X8 PAVER ¢

8X8 PAVER WITH LOGO
LIMITED SUPPLIES, SALES END SOON!

7. PLANNI NG FOR PAUL YWARAKIK®TUR | ON

The team has developed a route, photo notebook and draft guide notes focusing on the
sout hern part offom BvaghtitoyUpas and Alabanmaitod exas streets. All
walking tours are pending return to some kind of normalcy.

8. EVALUATIONS OF HISTORIC HOMES AND REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION

In August, we sent personalized flyers about the NPHS free evaluation service to three new
owners of homes that might qualify for individual historical designation. We also responded to
several requests for information as summarized below.

1. Circulate San Diego is developing a self-tour bike ride that tells the story of
black/indigenous/people of color in San Diego. They requested historical information
about various topics, including the KKK meeting hall in North Park, the Goodwin family
and Ted Williams.

2. Jerry asked: Al have been enjoying your series in the San Diego Downtown News
about the history of street names in our area. Perhaps you have already touched on
this, but | am eager to learn what light you can shed on a distinctive anomaly here in
South Park, namely Fern Street. We have many east-west streets hamed for trees,
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which names have been carried over from downtown presumably. You have recently
touched on the names of north-south streets in North Park, including the change in
name of Franklin to Felton (where | live). As I'm sure you know, the main north-south
route through South Park is Fern Street. Southbound, it starts abruptly when 30th
Street reaches Juniper. 30th Street suddenly jumps one block west, while Fern Street
(a seemingly natural continuation of 30th after it crosses Switzer Canyon) proceeds to
Grape Street, makes an awkward dogleg east for a half block, and then continues
south to A Street. At A Street, the name Fern disappears, and the name 30th resumes
(through a slight offset of alignment just south of the Albert Einstein Academy. Since
"Fern" isn't a tree, a state, or general, where did that name come from?0

3. Ken aslkerdeadi Kat herineb6s interesting article ol
wondered if you may also have the history on downtown street names. | read another
articlepr eviously (perhaps also by Katherine, I do

Broadway used to be D St and | will guess that Market was H and Island was | at some
point. But what really confuses me is why First Ave is 8+ blocks from the bay. | have
wondered if the bay used to come all the way to First and perhaps the bay has been
subsequently filled over the years to create more land and require the additional street
names block by block (Front, Union, State, etc) but | have not been able to find any
evidence of this online. Perhaps you know?0

4. Amy a s kwarded to feach out to see if you have any historical information or
photos for 3094 El Cajon Blvd. We found that it was originally called VASA Hall. We
are renovating the space and reinvigorating it and would love to include more
information on the history if you have any.o

5. Al an aBokyeudave d@ny information on the 1977 designation of Balboa Park as a
National Historic Landmark? Is there a record of the application anywhere and what
was actually part of the landmark??0

9. COMMUNITY COORDINATION
The San Diego Public Library sent a digital newsletter that included the following interesting
historical resources information and links to their online archive.

Discover the Treasures of the Library's Digital Archive
Always wondered what treasures are hiding in
our Special Collections? Check out the Library's
Digital Archive from home! The Digital Archive
provides a window into some of the remarkable
materials held in the Library's collections,
including Babylonian clay tablets, medieval
manuscripts, historical San Diego postcards,
fore-edge painted books, Central Library
history, and more.

Miss visiting the Hervey Family Rare Book
Room? Watch this video tour of our Special
Collections and Rare Book Room.

Explore the Digital Archive
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https://give.supportmylibrary.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fsdpl.contentdm.oclc.org%2f&srcid=10216&srctid=1&erid=23586723&trid=0c9e9a92-ccaa-4a11-ac56-0a2a0f6e1484
https://give.supportmylibrary.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.youtube.com%2fwatch%3fv%3d3dvsV3ggU1c&srcid=10216&srctid=1&erid=23586723&trid=0c9e9a92-ccaa-4a11-ac56-0a2a0f6e1484
https://give.supportmylibrary.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fsdpl.contentdm.oclc.org%2fdigital%2f&srcid=10216&srctid=1&erid=23586723&trid=0c9e9a92-ccaa-4a11-ac56-0a2a0f6e1484

The August 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News presented Part 4 of a series about San
Diego street names. This installment discussed the names of states, presidents and pioneers in
the large historic tract of University Heights and smaller neighborhoods between University
Avenue and Upas Street in North Park. See the last pages of these notes for that article. The
article mentions a virtual walking tour the University Heights Historical Society (UHHS) has
developed of the Normal School site, which can be accessed through their link:
https://www.uhhsuhcdc.org/normaschootsite

10. UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
Information regarding future events in 2020 is summarized below.
A Table in Lobby at San Diego History Center: August 2020. Before public health
restrictions were implemented, the History Center offered us another opportunity to
display in August, when Katherinewass c hedul ed to give a Tuesday
Park and How it Grew. Klaybe next year!
A Presentations for the Community: Maybe next year!

The next meeting scheduled for THURSDAY September 17, 2020 starting at 6:30 p.m. in a
second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR. Due to the public
health virus crisis we will not be able to resume our public meetings this year. However, we will
continue to provide monthly summaries of information we would have shared.

Prepared by

?,? // re. /70

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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San Diego Downtown News

HISTORY

sdnews.com

States, presidents and pmneers
San Diego street names: Part four of the series

PastMatters'

'KATHERINE HON

As discussed in earlier
PastMatters columns, the original
names of more than 250 streets
in San Dicgo were changed by
Ordinance No. 755 adopted May
21, 1900. Changes to approx-
imately 90 street names had
already been implemented by
Ordinance No. 599, which was ad-
opted on February 6, 1899. These
erdinances eliminated duplication
and achieved some continuity
where street names changed from
tract to tract,

The replacement names in
Ordinance No. 755 came from
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Louis Jackson Davids, the new
city engineer, He brought alpha-
betical authors to Roseville and
Loma Portal, historians to Ocean
Beach, gems and statesmen to
Pacific Beach, naval heroes to La
Playa, and scientists/engineers
to La Jolla, among many other
changes.

However, Davids made relative-
ly few changes to original strest
names in the tracts between pres-
ent-duy Highwuy 163 and -805
from Upas Street to just north of
Adams Avenue. This is partly be-
cause he gave precedence to street
names in this more central and
earlier mapped part of the city,
and partly because Ordinance No.
599 — which was adopted belore
Davids became the city engineer

— had already addressed most
street name problems in this area.

The Jargest historic tract in this

part of San Diego is University
Heights, which was mapped in

1888. The tract extends [rom -

the current path of Highway 163
eastward to Boundary Street and
from current University Avenne io
north of Adams Avenue.

The 1888 University Heights
map named north-south strects
for states and most east-west
streets for presidents. Theories
about the pattern of state names
abound, bul the arrangement
is likely geographic. It follows a
meandering roadtrop starting
down the East coast, across the
south and back east through the
Midwest.
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Thls 1906 postcard depicts the State Normal School
~ building constructed in 1898 af Park and El Cajon
levards. The magnificent building was demolished in
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The 1888 map of the large University Heights tract named north-south
streets for states and most east-west streets for presidents, University on

{Courtesy of North Park Historical Society)

Beginning on the north-
wesl side of the 1888 University
Heights map and the north-
cast side of the T.8., the original
tract street names follow a drive
through Maine, Vermont, New

- Hampshire, Massachusetts,

Rhode Island, New York, Delawure
and Maryland — skipping over
Cleveland and Campus avenues
on the University Heights map —
North, Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana,
Texas, Arizona and California. The
drive then heads north and back
east from Oregon through Idaho
and Utah, skips Colorado, goes
through Kansas and Nebraska,
skims over to Ohio, then misses
Indiana and circles back to Hlinois,
Towa and Missouri.

(,hdnges ce 1888 mclude

Carmnito Fuente, Larolma to

. this map is now El Cajon Boulevard, and Fillmore is now University Avenuve.

Park, California to Hamilton,
Nebraska to 30th, and Missouri
to 32nd.

Streets named for U.S. presi-
dents are in a loose chronological
order of their terms in office. but
that pattern was not very cohe-
sive on the west side of University
Heights and has been disrupted
by various changes. For example,
in 1899, Fillmore Avenue waus
changed to Garlield, and in 1900,
City Engineer Davids changed
Garfield/Fillmore Avenue to
Tiversity Avenne. Both changes
eliminated the honor to Millard
Fillmore, the 13th president.
Davids also changed Jackson
Street to Meade Street for Ceorge
Meade (1815-1872), a civil engi-
neer and U.S. Army general who
defeated Confederate General
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SEE STREET HISTORY, Page 0
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See enlarged maps on the ngage.



