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NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
NOVEMBER 2020 MEETING SUMMARY 

 
DATE:  NOVEMBER 19, 2020   TIME: XX PM 
 
These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the November 19, 
2020 Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the 
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of November 23, 
2020. The meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the novel coronavirus and 
resulting state and local restrictions on gatherings. 
 
NPHS does not meet in December. Future meetings scheduled for the third THURSDAYS of 
the month starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church 
WILL NOT OCCUR in 2021 until the public health crisis due to COVID-19 has passed. Although 
we will not be able to resume our public meetings until then, we are still providing information to 
all who contact us with questions about North Park history and documenting those 
communications in monthly summaries. 
 
1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS   
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy. 
 
2. AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletters will be circulated for viewing at the next 
possible meeting. The November 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News was Part 7 of a 
series about historic street names in San Diego (see the last page of this summary). 
 
3. MINUTES ACCEPTANCE 
The meeting summary from the canceled October 15, 2020 meeting has been posted on the 
website. 
 
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING 
 
4. TREASURER’S REPORT  
The financials for the period of October 16 to November 19, 2020 were sent to Board Members 
on November 19, 2020. During this period, two members renewed and provided additional 
donations (thank you Ed and Tom & Claudia!). Arcadia Publishing Company paid NPHS a 
royalty of $94.89 for our Images of America: San Diego’s North Park books sold from January to 
June 2020. Total income in this period was $184.89. Expenses in this time period were zero. 
 
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING 
 
5. UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER 
Coordination with City Public Utilities Department staff regarding the feasibility of placing the 
plaque in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the two-story building at the Water Tower 
site is pending return to some kind of normalcy.  
 
6. PLANNING FOR PAULY’S ADDITION WALKING TOUR 
The team continues to refine the route, photo notebook and draft guide notes for the southern 
part of Pauly’s Addition. The current tour starts at Upas and Texas, heads west on Upas, north 
on Mississippi to Landis, east on Landis to Texas, and south on Texas back to the park. This 
route is approximately one mile and includes six designated houses and a wide range of ages 
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and architectural styles. All walking tours are pending return to some kind of normalcy, but the 
team is using this time to get ready.  
 
7. EVALUATIONS OF HISTORIC HOMES AND REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 
In November, we evaluated two houses for their potential to be individually designated and 
responded to several requests for information as summarized below. 
 

1. Alex received our personalized flyer for his house on 
Arnold Avenue and replied: “Thanks for reaching out 
regarding if our house is applicable for the Mills Act!” We 
found his Spanish Colonial Revival house was built in 
1926, and the first owner was Frank Seifert, who was on 
the City Council from 1927 to 1929. Paul and his team 
evaluated the house and concluded it should qualify for 
designation as an Individually Significant historical 
resource. 
 

2. Brian wondered if his early Craftsman home on Mississippi Street would qualify for 
individual designation. We found his house was built in 1922 by Master Builder 
Alexander Schreiber and should qualify for designation as an Individually Significant 
historical resource. 

 
3. Mel wrote: “I saw an old article about the Toyland Parade in North Park and it brought 

back memories. I grew up in North Park and lived at 3437 Granada Avenue. I was a 
resident from 1950 to 1968, when I went away to college. I did return for a short time 
before I moved to Florida. I have an old picture of me in the parade in 1962 that I 
wanted to share.”  

 

 
 

We consulted with one of our Board members to determine where the photo was taken 
and this is what he said: 

“During the 1950s and 60s the parade marched west on University to Arizona 
or Texas Streets and turned south toward Upas, where it ended and 
disbanded. These look like the houses on the west side of Arizona, in about 
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the 3500 block. If it were on Texas Street, the line of march would be wrong 
and the boy scout would be walking north not south. Because the houses on 
the east side of Texas are elevated like these and are at street level in the 
west side, he would be walking north up Texas and not south on Arizona 
toward the parade's end.” 

 
With a little field reconnaissance, we determined that Board Member Randy was absolutely 
correct. The houses on Arizona between Myrtle and Dwight streets still look good, although 
the porch of the house to the north has been rebuilt and the columns have been changed. 
 

          
 

4. Robert wrote that his wife is working on a biography of Maureen (“Little Mo”) Connolly 
— a world-renowned tennis player from the 1950s — authorized by her daughters. He 
wondered about the tennis courts near Little Mo’s home and if the North Park Historical 
Society had any files that might contain information about Little Mo. We sent excerpts 
about her from our two books along with several articles on our website and noted that 
page 2 of the excerpts mentions the courts were built in 1924. We also forwarded his 
request for information to the University Heights Historical Society, and they sent 
Robert several historical newspaper articles about Little Mo.  
 

5. Tom wrote that he and his wife are helping their church — St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Community Parish — prepare for the parish’s centennial celebratory events (2021 – 
2022). We told him we could send jpgs of the historical photos St. Patrick’s provided to 
us for our 2014 Images of America book if they had any trouble finding them in the 
church’s archives.  
 

6. Matt wrote: “I have a house on Pershing Ave. in North Park that was built in 1921 and 
wanted to see what the steps are or who to contact to make it a Dryden historical 
landmark. Thanks so much! “We replied that his house was built in 1916 and provided 
Matt with background on the North Park Dryden Historic District, which his house is 
part of, for him to discuss with City Historical Resources Board staff. 
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8. COMMUNITY COORDINATION 
In the June 2020 meeting summary, we presented these photos of the 1960 Toyland Parade 
queen and her court and other VIPs we obtained from Gregg Schloss at A&B Sporting Goods. 
We sent scans of the photos to Ken Kramer, and they were shown on Ken’s TV show “About 
San Diego” on Nov. 5 at 8:00 p.m. on KPBS. Ken credited North Park Historical Society, 
Gregg and Katherine when he discussed the photos, which was very exciting.  

 
The November 2020 PastMatters column in Uptown News presented Part 7 of a series about 
San Diego street names. This installment discussed the pioneers behind the original names of 
the streets now named 28th, Utah and 29th streets between University Avenue and Upas Street 
in North Park. See the last page of these notes for that article.  
 
9. UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 
Future events will have to wait until a return to some kind of normalcy. 
 
10. FUTURE MEETINGS 
NPHS does not meet in December. Future meetings scheduled for the third THURSDAYS of 
the month starting at 6:30 p.m. in a second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church 
WILL NOT OCCUR in 2021 until the public health crisis due to COVID-19 has passed. Although 
we will not be able to resume our public meetings until then, we are still providing information to 
all who contact us with questions about North Park history. 
 
Prepared by 

 
 

Katherine Hon 
Secretary, North Park Historical Society 
 



 

 

 


