NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
FEBRUARY 2021 MEETING SUMMARY
DATE:

FEBRUARY 18, 2021

TIME: XX PM

These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the February 18, 2021
Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of February 22, 2021.
The meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the coronavirus and resulting
state and local restrictions on gatherings.
All future meetings scheduled for the third THURSDAYS of the month starting at 6:30 p.m. in
a second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR in 2021 until the
public health crisis due to COVID-19 has passed. Although we will not be able to resume our
public meetings until then, we are still providing information to all who contact us with questions
about North Park history and documenting those communications in monthly summaries.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy.
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletters will be circulated for viewing at the next
possible meeting. The February 2021 PastMatters column in Uptown News was Part 10 of a
series about historic street names in San Diego (see the last pages of this summary).
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The meeting summary from the canceled January 21, 2021 meeting has been posted on the
website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials for this meeting are for January 22 to February 17, 2021 and were sent to Board
Members on February 17, 2021. In this time period, no income and no expenses occurred.
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5.
UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER
Coordination with City Public Utilities Department staff regarding the feasibility of placing the
plaque in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the two-story building at the Water Tower
site is pending return to some kind of normalcy.
6.
PLANNING FOR PAULY’S ADDITION WALKING TOUR
The team has developed the route, photo notebook and draft guide notes for the southern part
of Pauly’s Addition. The current tour starts at Upas and Texas, heads west on Upas, north on
Mississippi to Landis, east on Landis to Texas, and south on Texas back to the park. This
route is approximately one mile and includes six designated houses and a wide range of ages
and architectural styles. All walking tours are pending return to some kind of normalcy.
7.
BUNGALOW COURT IDENTIFICATION PROJECT
The City of San Diego has received a grant from the California Office of Historic Preservation
to prepare a historic context statement addressing bungalow courts and garden apartments
city-wide. The context statement will define the various types of these apartment projects,
establishing eligibility and significance thresholds to assist in the future evaluation and historic
designation of bungalow courts and garden apartments.
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The City has undertaken a number of surveys in recent years that have identified the location
of bungalow courts, primarily focusing on the central communities surrounding Balboa Park.
This new study will add information regarding the location of bungalow courts in beach
communities.
Walking North Park neighborhoods recently, NPHS Board members Jody and George have
been reviewing the list of bungalow courts included in the Community Plan. Like a similar effort
in University Heights, they have added a number of courts; only two of the listed courts appear
to have been demolished.
Garden apartments are generally characterized as larger apartment buildings with an
emphasis on landscape as a shared and functional open space. Their locations are less
understood and information is needed for garden apartments in all neighborhoods.
In their walks, our survey crew has recently started to identify garden apartment projects as
well. There are many of these, with a large grouping located near Adams Avenue and a
second on Park Boulevard. A large, well designed, mid-20th century garden apartment project
on Ohio Street was recently demolished.

Allendale Court at 3777 Park Boulevard is one of many bungalow courts being identified by Jody and
George for inclusion in the City’s context statement project.
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8.
TRIBUTE TO NPHS MEMBER PAT TAYLOR
The North Park Historical Society was saddened to learn that their stalwart member Pat Taylor
passed away of a heart attack on December 13, 2020. Pat encouraged us to accomplish some
of our most important projects, as follows:
In 2010, Pat told us we should reprint Don Covington’s first book,
Burlingame: The Tract of Character, 1912-1929, which he selfpublished in 1996. The book had been out of print for about a decade,
and Pat cheerfully volunteered her own copy to be cut up and
scanned to produce the reprint.

NPHS won an award from the City of San Diego for this effort. We
were very happy to share the 2011 Award of Excellence in Community
History from the City of San Diego Historical Resources Board with
Pat for initiating the project, Vince Rivera, who did the technical work,
and the Burlingame Club, who wrote an update to the afterword.
Pat was our liaison to multiple classes of 5th graders at McKinley
Elementary School, who strongly supported designation of the North
Park Water Tower in 2013. She coordinated production of a group
poster and a series of illustrated essays that deeply impressed state
officials, helping NPHS achieve state and federal designations. The
essays were displayed at the North Park Library.
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We were happy to share a 2014 SOHO
People in Preservation Award with
University Heights Historical Society,
McKinley Elementary School, and historian
Alexander Bevil for the Water Tower
designation.
Pat was our valued connection to McKinley
students for our presentations about “North
Park Now and Then” at the North Park
Library and essay efforts about the Georgia
Street Bridge and the question “Does
Historical Preservation Matter?”

Pat was also our connection to her husband,
Don, who provided a classic pony picture
that was included in our 2014 book, Images
of America: San Diego’s North Park. We will
deeply miss Pat Taylor, member and friend
of the North Park Historical Society.
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9.
COMMUNITY COORDINATION
In February 2021, we responded to requests for information as summarized below.
1. Scott called to ask if we knew if a house on Indiana Street could be identified as being
built by David Dryden. Katherine researched the detailed “Tablets” on the North Park
Historical Society website under Projects-Historical Building Permits, and found Don
Covington recorded permits pulled by David Dryden for multiple addresses on Indiana
Street, including “2 fr cot & gar” $2500, likely for the address in question, in Tablet 3 on
page 10, Jan 24, 1924.
2. Jamie wrote: “I moved to Grim Ave in North Park a week ago, quickly learned about
PastMatters, and have since been enjoying reading through series. I don't imagine you
take requests, but a few of us are hoping to learn the name origin behind Grim.
Searching Google or the NPHS website does not readily provide any results.” Katherine
sent her the most recent column (see the following pages of these notes), dedicated to
the possible origins of the street name.
Jamie replied: “Thanks, Katherine! I appreciate you sending this directly to me! We don't
get the paper Uptown News, although I should subscribe now that we are settled in. This
article is fantastic. Nice work. I'm convinced of your hypothesis of the Nash-Grim
connection. We went out to find the stamp at Grim and Dwight as pictured. Sure enough,
it was there. Also made us aware of other text in the sidewalk nearby. Names and
perhaps lot numbers? So fun to learn about these big and little details about the place
we live. History hiding in plain view. I'll be sure to share this with our neighbors!” Jamie
was referring to sidewalk stamps, which tell the name of the contractor who poured the
sidewalk and the date that construction was done.
The February 2021 PastMatters column discussed the most likely person behind the name of
Grim Avenue, one of the few North Park streets to retain its original 1870s name bestowed by
Park Villas tract founder Joseph Nash. See the last pages of these notes for that article.
10.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
NPHS participation in future events will have to wait until a return to some kind of normalcy.
11.
FUTURE MEETINGS
All future meetings scheduled for the third THURSDAYS of the month starting at 6:30 p.m. in
a second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR in 2021 until the
public health crisis due to COVID-19 has passed. Although we will not be able to resume our
public meetings until then, we are still providing information to all who contact us with questions
about North Park history.
Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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Continued on next page

