NORTH PARK HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MARCH 2021 MEETING SUMMARY
DATE:

MARCH 18, 2021

TIME: XX PM

These notes summarize information that was planned to be presented at the March 18, 2021
Business Meeting of the North Park Historical Society (NPHS) Board of Directors, and the
activities discussion for the organization. These notes include updates as of March 30, 2021.
The meeting was canceled in advance due to concerns about the coronavirus and resulting
state and local restrictions on gatherings.
All future meetings scheduled for the third THURSDAYS of the month starting at 6:30 p.m. in
a second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR in 2021 until the
public health crisis due to COVID-19 has passed. Although we will not be able to resume our
public meetings until then, we are still providing information to all who contact us with questions
about North Park history and documenting those communications in monthly summaries.
1.
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
We hope all our members and friends are staying safe and healthy.
2.
AGENDA REVIEW AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
The latest Pacific Beach Historical Society newsletters will be circulated for viewing at the next
possible meeting. The March 2021 PastMatters column in Uptown News was Part 11 of a series
about historic street names in San Diego (see the last pages of this summary).
3.
MINUTES ACCEPTANCE
The meeting summary from the canceled February 18, 2021 meeting has been posted on the
website.
BUSINESS PORTION OF MEETING
4.
TREASURER’S REPORT
The financials for this meeting are for February 18 to March 19, 2021 and were sent to Board
Members on March 19, 2021. In this time period, two members renewed (thank you, Ed C. and
David G.!) for total income of $40, and no expenses occurred.
ACTIVITIES PORTION OF MEETING
5.
UPDATE ON PLAQUE FOR WATER TOWER
Coordination with City Public Utilities Department staff regarding the feasibility of placing the
plaque in a boulder or some kind of low wall next to the two-story building at the Water Tower
site is pending return to some kind of normalcy.
6.
PLANNING FOR PAULY’S ADDITION WALKING TOUR
The team has developed the route, photo notebook and draft guide notes for the southern part
of Pauly’s Addition. The current tour starts at Upas and Texas, heads west on Upas, north on
Mississippi to Landis, east on Landis to Texas, and south on Texas back to the park. This
route is approximately one mile and includes six designated houses and a wide range of ages
and architectural styles. All walking tours are pending return to some kind of normalcy.
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Paul noted that 2124 Upas Street, which is on our tour, has recently been designated and has
a plaque.

7.
BUNGALOW COURT IDENTIFICATION PROJECT
The City of San Diego has received a grant from the California Office of Historic Preservation
to prepare a historic context statement addressing bungalow courts and garden apartments
city-wide.
With the participation of nearly all Board members, the North Park Historical Society finished
an updated inventory of local bungalow courts in the North Park area and submitted it to City
staff. The City's consultant is preparing a city-wide draft Historic Report on Bungalow Courts
and Garden Apartments that will be available for public review this summer.
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8.
COMMUNITY COORDINATION
In March 2021, we responded to requests for information as summarized below.
1. Patricia asked for an evaluation of the potential for her house on Texas Street to be
designated. The team found the California Bungalow house exemplifies the Craftsman
style with high integrity and should qualify as an Individually Significant historical
resource under Criterion C. This Criterion reads as follows: “embodies distinctive
characteristics of a style, type, period, or method of construction or is a valuable
example of the use of indigenous materials or craftsmanship.” NPHS also found that the
house was built during 1924 and completed by January 1925. The first owner, Clyde
Warner, a plumber by trade, pulled the building permit on June 19, 1924 with a value
noted as $3,500.

2. Scot asked for help finding the correct
construction dates for a three-structure
parcel on Maryland Street that had clearly
historical age houses but had a
construction date of 2000 in the tax
records. Answering this question turned
out to be a bit complex. The first value of
improvements for the site in University
Heights appeared in January 1915. But
the first owner, Frank A. Wisler, a police
detective, first owned the lots in 1912 and
was listed in the 1912 City Directory as
living at the address on Maryland Street.
Katherine asked Scot if there is a pretty old-looking house on the property behind the
newer-looking stucco faced house seen from the street, or if the older house was redone
in the 1930s, as the style in the photo looks so Art Deco. Scot replied that the rear two,
smaller units appear to be older than the front house and had single wall construction,
and he agreed the estimation of the 1930’s is likely correct for the front house.
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3. Kari asked for an evaluation of the
potential for her house on Boundary
Street to be designated. The team found
the Mission Revival single family house
exemplifies the Mission Revival style with
good integrity and should qualify as an
Individually Significant historical resource
under Criterion C. NPHS found that the
first time an owner is paying taxes on
improvements is January 1924, indicating
the house was built during 1923. Isaiah
Solomon and his wife, Ethel, are the first
owners. He was a jeweler. He owned the
lots before the house was built from at
least 1919.
NPHS also found that the house has been identified as a contributor to a potential
Altadena/Carmel Heights/Frary Heights Historic District. Being a Contributor to a
designated historic district makes it possible to apply for Mills Act without the
complicated process of preparing a report for individual designation. The city does much
of the documentation themselves as part of the district formation process.
The March 2021 PastMatters column discussed the most likely person behind the name of Hart
Avenue (now 31st Street), Herman Avenue (one of the few original 1870s names bestowed by
Park Villas tract founder Joseph Nash), and Nash Avenue (now 32nd Street). All were merchants
who traveled quite far to reach San Diego. See the last pages of these notes for that article.
9.
UPCOMING COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
NPHS participation in future events will have to wait until a return to some kind of normalcy.
10.
FUTURE MEETINGS
All future meetings scheduled for the third THURSDAYS of the month starting at 6:30 p.m. in
a second-floor meeting room at Grace Lutheran Church WILL NOT OCCUR in 2021 until the
public health crisis due to COVID-19 has passed. Although we will not be able to resume our
public meetings until then, we are still providing information to all who contact us with questions
about North Park history.
Prepared by

Katherine Hon
Secretary, North Park Historical Society
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Continued on next page

